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KS3 have been broadening 
their linguistic horizons, 
with a Chinese language 
taster session.

Students were able to 
practise Hanzi characters, 
as well as engage in a 
spoken dialogue. 



Well done to:
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Well done to:
 

Esme– Y9
Bloom - Y9
Isaac – Y8
Tsz - Y8
 

who all took part in the UKMT Team Maths Challenge

This half term’s top scorers on 
Dr Frost Maths are:
1. Eden – Y7
2. Emily  – Y7
3. Tegan  – Y7
4. James – Y7
5. Samruthi - Y9

Show your Maths 
teacher your answer
 for an achievement 

point!

Well done to:
Samuel  – Y11
Tawhid  – Y11
Joseph  – Y11
Esme – Y9  
 

for qualifying for the 
UKMT Kangaroo Challenge. 

Don’t forget about 
KS3 Maths Activities Club

Y7 on Monday & Y8 on Tuesday

Maths
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As we come to the end of the winter extra-curricular programme, 
we celebrate the many successes across a range of sports. Students 
from Years 7 to 13 have showcased exceptional sportsmanship, 
teamwork, and determination, demonstrating their competitive 
spirit and dedication. We now look forward to the upcoming 
Summer programme that begins after the Easter holidays.

Basketball
KS3 U13s - After a dominant jrNBA group stage performance (W7 
L1), our team has secured the 1st seed in the playoffs! A strong 
run could see us reach Finals Day in June at Leeds Beckett 
University.  

KS4 - A huge game on Wednesday, 26th March will decide the 
league title! With a current record of W8 L2, a win will crown us 
champions. The team has been outstanding, with Cameron being 
the standout player of the year. 

Girls football
Year 7/8 – The girls have had a fantastic season, competing in 
multiple round-robin tournaments against Doncaster schools. 
They wrapped up the season in style with four wins and a draw 
in their final tournament against Campsmount and Rossington.

Year 9/10 – The team continues their impressive run in the ESFA 
New Teams Cup, reaching the last 16 after a dominant 6-3 
victory over Sheffield Girls’ High School. Next up: a big clash 
against Kepier School (Sunderland) in May. 

Boys football KS3-4
Year 7 – An outstanding debut season for our Year 7 boys, who remain 
unbeaten in the Doncaster League and have secured a quarter-final spot 
in the Doncaster Cup. Their only loss in 11 matches came against a tough 
opponent in the National Cup.
Year 8 – Building on last year’s success, the Year 8s have reached the 
Doncaster Cup final, with their only defeat in 10 games coming in the 
National Cup. A fantastic achievement so far!
Year 9 – The team continues their unbeaten run in the Doncaster League, 
delivering strong performances throughout the season. Despite just 
missing out in the cup competitions, they have shown real quality on the 
pitch.
Year 10 – A season of great improvement, with the team putting in some 
excellent displays. Most recently, they battled to a hard-fought 2-2 draw 
against Campsmount Academy in a tough league fixture.

PE
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Netball
Year 7 - What a fantastic debut season for our Year 7 team! 
They started strong, winning the majority of their matches, 
and have now been crowned Doncaster Champions, 
remaining undefeated against seven schools in their 
Doncaster & District tournament. 
A huge well done to the whole squad, with Eve. and Martha 
delivering outstanding performances throughout the 
season.

Year 8 - A brilliant effort from our Year 8 team this season! 
While results have been mixed, the girls have shown 100% 
commitment and enthusiasm, consistently attending 
training and giving their all in every match.
Special mentions to Vanessa and Elizabeth for their 
outstanding defensive work, and Georgia for her excellent 
shooting skills.

Year 9 - What a pleasure it has been to train this dedicated 
group of girls! Their commitment to learning, implementing 
tactics, and perfecting set plays has seen them go from 
strength to strength throughout the season. A special 
mention to Shanzay, whose addition to the squad has given 
the team an extra boost. Exciting times ahead as they move 
into Year 10—the future looks bright!

Hockey
As we come to the end of the season, competition for 
trophies has intensified. A standout achievement this 
half term was the U18 boys' qualification for the 
National Finals in Nottingham.
The team entered the tournament with confidence, 
fully aware of the challenge ahead. With one win and 
two narrow single-goal defeats, they finished third in 
their group, advancing to the 5th/6th place playoff. 
Here, the boys showcased their skill and dominance, 
securing a comfortable victory.
Notably, they only lost by a single goal to the eventual 
tournament winners—an impressive testament to their 
performance as a team. The squad now looks forward 
to ending their season with a tour to Bath over the half 
term, playing multiple fixtures and enjoying their final 
games together.
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House events
This year, the new house system was introduced to Year 7 
students, featuring four houses: Henderson, Brown, Middleton, 
and Garner. So far, several exciting sporting events have taken 
place, with 71 students competing in dodgeball, 40 in 
basketball, and 70 in football, showcasing great enthusiasm 
and participation. At this stage, House Henderson is leading 
the competition with 432 points! 
Looking ahead, the Rounders House event is set to take place 
on Tuesday, 6th May, with a Cricket House event scheduled for 
the final half term (date TBC).
Top 3 performers so far:
Lucas -  Middleton
Isaac – Henderson
Noah  – Brown Indoor cricket

U15 Girls – The team showed great resilience and 
progress throughout the South Yorkshire tournament. 
After a shaky start, they improved in every game, 
finishing on a high by scoring an impressive 99 runs in 
their final match. Competing against county-level 
players, especially after some had not played for a year, 
was a remarkable achievement. Players of the 
tournament were Elouise for her outstanding bowling 
and Lucie for her exceptional batting and fielding.

U13 Girls – With limited experience, the Year 7 girls 
stepped up to compete against well-drilled Year 8 teams. 
Their positive attitude and determination allowed them to 
quickly grasp the fundamentals, leading to strong 
performances and respectable scores as the day 
progressed. Their competitive spirit was evident, with 
several key plays, including bowling out opposition 
players in the afternoon matches. With continued 
training, their future in cricket looks promising. Special 
mentions go to Eve for her impressive batting and Laila 
for her fast bowling and agility in the field.

Badminton
Both the KS3 and KS4 teams had an outstanding season, 
reaching their respective finals. The KS4 team, in 
particular, made it to the Championship final, where they 
faced strong opposition and competed with 
determination.

A special mention goes to standout performers Joel and 
Oliver, whose excellent partnership saw them win the 
majority of their matches during both the round-robin 
stage and the finals. Their impressive performances were 
key to the team's success.
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Leadership
Our sports leaders have been actively involved in 
supporting events and developing their leadership skills 
this year. 13 students have successfully completed their 
Level 1 Sports Leaders qualification, demonstrating their 
commitment to coaching and officiating. Several leaders 
have already put their skills into action, with 6 students 
umpiring a primary school hockey event at Doncaster 
Hockey Club, which involved 10 primary schools. They 
have also played a vital role in all Year 7 house events, 
helping to lead and encourage participation for their 
houses. Additionally, they have supported various 
tournaments and training sessions across multiple sports, 
gaining valuable experience. Looking ahead, Hall Cross 
will be hosting a primary school rounders event on 25th 
June, where our sports leaders will once again step up to 
support and officiate. A huge well done to all our leaders 
for their dedication and hard work! 

Indoor athletics
Both the U13 and U15 girls’ and boys’ athletics teams 
competed at Sheffield EIS in the annual Doncaster 
Schools Indoor Athletics Championship, delivering 
fantastic performances. The U13 girls’ team claimed 
first place, while the U13 boys’ and girls’ teams 
finished third overall—a remarkable achievement! 
Special mentions go to Elizabeth and Charlie for their 
standout performances. Thanks to their impressive 
results, the Year 7 and Year 8 indoor athletics teams 
were selected to compete in the South Yorkshire 
School Games Sportshall Athletics Finals at Sheffield 
EIS. They represented the school brilliantly, showing 
both great competitiveness and outstanding 
sportsmanship. A special shoutout to Charlie, who 
won his 2-lap sprint race!

Super Curricular activities
The KS3 netball girls had an unforgettable experience at the Superleague season opener at Cannon Medical Arena in 
Sheffield, where Leeds Rhinos faced Birmingham Panthers. Watching top-flight netball up close was an inspiring 
opportunity, made even more special by a post-match meet and greet with the players. The girls took full advantage of 
photo opportunities and autograph signings with netball stars, including England’s Geva Mentor and Malawi international 
Joyce Mvula. A particular highlight was meeting former Hall Cross student and Head of House, Jasmine, who made her 
Super League debut for the newly formed Birmingham Panthers. A fantastic evening of elite netball and inspiration for our 
young players! 
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English and Film 
Studies Year 11/Year 13 

shoutouts! Mrs Ismail:  Dominika, Maryam 
and Kaneda are all regular 
attenders  of B and R. They are  
making exceptional progress.

Mrs Sarvent: Bella for revising 
hard at home which has shown in 
her recent mock results. Rasan for 
his great ATL which is reflected in 
his excellent mock results. 

 

Mr Spendelow: Rishi 
Excellent attitude to 
learning, going above 
and beyond in lessons 
and seeking out 
advice / practicing 
timed responses in his 
own time.
 

 

Mrs Hayes: Hajjara Always tries 
her best and takes on extra 
work. Takes advice on board 
really well and always improves. 
Well done. 

Mr Gibbon: Sahel for 
a great AtL, which 
includes attending 
B&R each week and 
seeking out 
additional revision 
material.
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English and Film 
Studies 

Year 11/Year 13 
shoutouts!

Miss Gray - Mariam for her 
incredible effort in and outside of 
lessons, plus her outstanding 
mock results. 

Mrs Raeburn - Lola - just 
amazing - always puts 100% 
effort in and continually 
works to improve her work. 
She goes above and beyond 
and her dedication is 
exceptional. Charley’s 
dedication to his studies is 
commendable. He always 
puts the 100% effort in and 
is proactive in asking for 
support to improve his 
answers further.  Peyton is 
proactive in asking for 
support to help improve her 
answers. Shifa - the amount 
of work she is completing 
outside the classroom. Her 
revision is exceptional and 
shows real dedication to the 
subject. Devon attends all 
B+R sessions and goes above 
and beyond both in and 
outside the classroom.  

Ms Poole - Alexia puts a lot of 
effort in at home and is very driven 
to succeed. Iona has a strong 
passion for English, especially 
creative writing and ‘Macbeth’. 
She is thoughtful about how she 
approaches all of her work and 
attends B+R regularly Grace is 
developing into an astute student 
of English. Her spelling and 
punctuation are improving, 
leading to her creative writing 
becoming one of her strengths.

Mrs Gratton - Maddison, 
Bartek, Archie, Eve, Julia, 
Bella, Clara and Jess for 
their achieving amazing 
English Language mock 
results! Keep up the 
fantastic work. 
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English and Film 
Studies 

Year 11/Year 13 
shoutouts!

Mrs Smith - Sam for his 
constant engagement with 
the texts. He always 
contributes in the lessons. 
Quiet determination. Lois 
for her constant hard work 
and determination to 
succeed. Holly is a ray of 
sunshine. Her attitude is 
exemplary.

Miss Gray (Film) - 
Milly  for her 
incredible effort in 
and outside of lessons 
and outstanding 
mock results.

Mr Johnson: Ava and Lily for 
consistently excellent AtL. They 
also work very hard in lessons. 
Mohammed for outstanding mock 
results.  
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Philosophy and Ethics and Life

Y10 Life classes have 
seen With me in Mind 
this half term to 
discuss how to 
manage exam stress 
and prepare for their 
mocks in half term 6.

Y10 have been working on 
exploring the differences 
between Sunni and Shia beliefs.
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This half term we are celebrating our students’ excellent work in Geography. 

Y9 students have been 
creating infographics 
based on the Three 
Gorges Dam in China. 

Y7 students have 
been very creative 
in making displays 
on Favelas in Rio 
de Janeiro.

Y10 students have made some 
excellent information posters on 
careers in geography, using our 
careers platform - Unifrog! 

Geography
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Excitement builds for our Premier League 
team who have made it through to the 
Semi-Finals of the AoC Mens National 
Trophy. The game will be played on 
Wednesday 26th March at Harworth 
Colliery. All are welcome to come and 
cheer them on 

Congratulations to Aiden who has secured 
a football scholarship at the University of 
Science and Arts in Oklahoma – He moves 
there in August and we all wish him every 
success.  

Our Championship side sit mid-table in their 
respective college league with just a few 
games left of the season. Below is a photo of 
the squad following their excellent 6 – 3 
victory at Worksop town 

The Flexi-League team continue to 
fight for top spot in their league 
with a handful of games left. Our 
most recent visit to Rotherham 
United saw us come out 2-1 
winners.
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KS3 STEM club
A group of Y7-9 students have been 
working hard since September. They 
have been working towards the Lego 
FIrst League competition that was held 
on the 14th March in Manchester.

The students had to design a robot to 
overcome various challenges and also 
produce an innovative solution to a 
problem on the theme of “Submerged”, 
which they then had to present to 
judges.

They came up with the idea of using wave 
powered buoys that had attachments to 
collect data on fish number and types to 
educate people on fish population and 
highlight overfishing and its effects on 
species throughout food webs in the 
ocean environment.

The students won the prize 
for “Best Innovation 
Project”, with the judges 
commenting on how they 
repurposed items already 
available to provide a 
solution to a problem.

They all worked very hard and hope to build on this years success in the 
coming years - especially in the area of robot design.
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Have you been to see an ICA-Perform event?

Scan the QR code to give us some feedback and help us shape 
future ICA-Perform experiences.

ICA Perform @ 
Hall Cross 
Academy

Proudly Presents

Christmas 
Soiree

Fresh Air- Delante Detras Theatre Company (Hall Cross 
Academy)
Weds 30 April, 7.15pm
Second Space
Students from a Pupil Referral group are made to go orienteering 
in what they discover is England’s most haunted woods. Stalked 
by eery ghost children determined to keep them there forever, 
they must learn
to confront the here and now to unlock the key to their futures. 
Content Warning: Moderate language, Mild gore, Mild dread 
throughout, Ghosts and supernatural elements throughout, 
References to mental health, One instance of a character being 
choked – in a supernatural context, with no physical contact.

Our upper school theatre company 
will be performing their National 
Theatre Connections production of 
Fresh Air at Cast – tickets can be 
booked here 
castindoncaster.com/whats-on/conn
ections-festival-2025/

https://www.castindoncaster.com/whats-on/connections-festival-2025/
https://www.castindoncaster.com/whats-on/connections-festival-2025/
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On Thursday 20th March, the Year 12 and 13 drama students 
visited The Royal National Theatre’s archive at their studios 
to watch a recording of their 2015 production of Our 
Country’s Good, a set text on the A Level syllabus. The NT 
were so accommodating with an offer of further engagement 
and access to more resources within their archive. The 
recording supported the students understanding of the text 
and helped to support their own directorial ideas in 
preparation for the written examination.

This was followed by a matinee performance of Hadestown 
which was well received by the students. We had excellent 
seats and a massive thank you to Mrs Moore, our trips 
coordinator, for not only securing these seats but making the 
trip a breeze.

Coincidentally, a special school’s version of Hadestown was 
released for licencing on the same day! Could this be next 
year’s school production? You will have to watch this space!
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A massive thank you to everyone who came to support this year’s production of Les Miserables. 
It was a record turnout and the company’s performance was nationally recognised by The 
National School Theatre Awards with nominations for:

Best Ensemble: Hall Cross Academy
Best Supporting Actress: Malwina 
Best Actor in a Musical: Ben 
Best Actress in a Musical: Lily 

Although we can’t make the awards in July, being held at the Gillian Lynne Theatre in the West 
End, fingers crossed for our nominees. Hopefully, you get to read our very generous review 
from the Ministry of Arts on behalf of The NSTA.

The next thing is to wonder What’s the buzz for next year’s production!!

We also need to say a massive thank you to ex-students and the Doncaster Music Hub for 
supporting our current students in the orchestra and to Richard Willey for our production 
photographs.
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Y12 Social Scientists attended a 
presentation by  a Social 
Sciences student ambassador 
from the University of Leeds. 
This session gave students an 
insight into university life, 
particularly studying Social 
Sciences at the university 
which includes subjects such as 
Sociology, Law and Politics.

Social Sciences
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Student Council

Friday 7th March.

In the termly Trust Council 
Meeting, students from 
across the Trust took part 
in creating bonding hearts 
for the neonatal units at 
DRI. 

The students attended a 
talk about neonatal care 
from the hospital and will 
feedback to their schools 
about how they can get 
involved in the creation of 
bonding hearts.

Students with Eve Merton's 
Dreams Trust. We have raised 
£1500 across the trust for the 
Doncaster based charity.
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Celebrating our student successes

Dusty has successfully 
completed two rounds 
of auditions and has 
been offered the part of 
Tomika in ‘The School of 
Rock’ at Cast. She will 
be performing there this 
October. Finley and 
Jared will also be 
performing in the show.

Logan has 
recently 
completed a trial 
for the Yorkshire 
7s rugby team 
and has now 
become part of 
the team! 

Noah has been 
accepted onto the 
Sutton Trust 
Fulbright US 
programme. An 
amazing 
achievement and 
opportunity!

Stanley is excelling 
at Mixed Martial 
Arts, something he 
has taken part in 
since he was six! 
Stanley has worked 
his way through the 
classes, recently 
earning his red belt 
and is now in the 
adults classes. He 
also assists in 
helping out with the 
younger ones 
before his class at 
the weekend. What 
amazing skill and 
determination. 
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Celebrating our student successes

Several of our students, including 
Amelia, Rachel, Grace, and Isabelle 
have all performed in 3 shows at 
Cast recently. They have all danced 
together at Susan Teale School of 
Dance since they were at primary 
school (Amelia started when she 
was 2 years old!) and have not only 
developed into accomplished 
dancers but also into great role 
models for the younger dancers. 
The show was amazing, with an 
varied programme, and celebrated 
40 years since Sue started her 
dancing school as a 16 year old! 

Boris has recently achieved his orange belt and 
been awarded student of the month for his 
kickboxing!

Molly has completed 
her level 3 drums and 
passed!

Hiba is a proud Sea 
Cadet, training twice a 
week at the Doncaster 
unit. 
Unfortunately, due to 
the training intensity, she 
lost the passion for the 
sport but now she has 
now re-found her love 
for the sport.

Luca is playing 
football for 
Appleby 
Frodingham Saints 
Under 12 in 
Scunthorpe. He 
also won ‘Man of 
the Match’ in one 
of his recent 
matches.
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Celebrating our student successes

Callum 
recently took 
part and 
passed a 
beginners 
course in 
archery.

Harriet has participated in 
many competitions for 
kickboxing internationally. 
Harriet dedicates on average 
14 hours per week training 
with her teammates and 
coaches at SSMA Doncaster. 
Harriet has won a multitude 
of fights which she has 
worked so hard for, which 
includes world champion 
fighters. She is on track to 
achieve her black belt this 
summer. 

Maddison attends Pauline Quirke’s 
Academy. In January, Maddison and 
the Doncaster pupils had a great 
opportunity and got to perform in a 
musical at His Majesty’s Theatre in 
the West End. 

Umar and Andrei took part in the 1 
Million Trees Challenge on March 1st 
2025, a fantastic initiative that has 
helped Doncaster earn the title of 
‘Tree City of the World’ for its work in 
protecting the urban ecosystem. 
Alongside their Scout group, they 
helped to plant 70 trees in Rosehill 
Cemetery!
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Celebrating our student successes

Our Deputy Head Girl Millie 
and Head Boy Sam delivered a 
speech at the Mansion House 
earlier this month.

Praise has been chosen to 
represent her cheerleading club 
in the World Championships in 
Florida. She is part of the East 
Midlands Cheerleading Academy 
which has lots of students - only 
23 were picked, including Praise. 

Skylar has recently 
completed engineering 
work experience with 
Siemens. 

Noeh has been a member of 
Bircotes Swimming Club and 
Bassetlaw Swim Squad for the past 
two years. He dedicates 13 hours 
per week to this sport. In January 
and February, he competed in 12 
events over 3 weekends and 
obtained a gold medal in 50m 
Breast, a silver medal in 200m 
Individual Medley, and placed 6th 
overall in the 12 year old age group. 
He also a member of the ACMAC 
Martial Arts School and is 
preparing to achieve his black belt 
at the end of May!


